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Misdemeanor Court Process 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Whatever sentence – may only serve half 

 

Indicated sentence by Judge 

 

Both attorneys need to be present 
Prosecution has to turn over all 
discovery to defense 

Dispatch of Officer(s) 

911 CALL 

Police Response 

Patrol investigation 
and reporting process 

Bail 

Arrest 

Report to DA for 
Filing decision 

Charges Filed 

Arraignment  
 

set 
set  
set 

No filing 

Plead Not guilty Bail / OR Release 

Acquittal 

Pre Trial 

Formally charged 
Lawyer indicating sentence desired 
Lawyers assign to particular courts 
Assigned Public Defender  
Set Pre-Trial date 

Trial 
Judge or Jury 

Sentencing 

Convict 

Summary 
Probation 

County Jail 

Anytime from here 
can plead 

Defendant can “slow plea” – not sure what he wants to admit to 
Up to Defendant if trial by Judge or Jury 

 

Cite & Release 

Attorney’s can talk to Judge 
What do you want – offerings & wants 
Could be settled by attorney’s or by 
judge 
     “Can’t be resolved goes to Trial.” 

Probation to Court – Terms laid out 
Could be reviewed in 30 days – or other time 
Usually probation first – depending on crime 
Jail time could be secondary 
Drug Court different 
 

 


